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July 23, 2009
Sheraton Pleasanton Hotel
5990 Stoneridge Mall Road

Pleasanton, CA  94588

Minutes - General Business Meeting

1. Call to Order – Mike Parker
a. Time

•President Mike Parker called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m.
b. Self-introductions

•The following members and guests were in attendance:

Jim Backman (Consolidated Engineering Labs) Michael Kleames (Pacific Crest Engrg.)
John Byerly (John R. Byerly, Inc.) Elizabeth Levi (BSK Associates)
Bill Cale (Construction Testing Services) Martha McDonnell (Youngdahl)
Jeff Cannon (Kleinfelder) Chip Moore (ENGEO Incorporated)
Dave Chippero (Testing Engineers) Michael Parker (Testing Engineers)
Cliff Craig (Dynamic Consultants) Kurt Siggard (CMACN)
Miki Craig (Dynamic Consultants) Rick Toy (Kleinfelder)
Terry Egland (Testing Engineers) WilliamWahbeh (Signet Testing Labs)
Osama El-Fiky (Condor Earth Technologies) Robb Wood (Krazan)
Johan Jacobsen (Kleinfelder) Gordon Woodard (SoCal Soil & Testing)

2. Approval of Minutes – Miki Craig
a. May 21, 2009

•The minutes were approved as submitted.

3. Financial Report – Elizabeth Levi
a. Account Balance

•The checking account is currently holding a balance of $27,877.29.
b. Accounts Payable

•2009-2010 dues to ASFE in the amount of $4,200.00 have been paid.
c. Unpaid Members

•Treasurer Elizabeth Levi will issue a letter to fourteen (14) firms informing them
of their removal from the membership roster due to nonpayment of dues.

4. Committee Reports
a. San Francisco DBI – Dave Chippero, Liaison  (2 handouts)

•AB-046 has been sent to the Code Advisory Committee and the Structural
Subcommittee for approval.  Once approved, the City will hold one final public
meeting to discuss how the program will be implemented.   It was noted that the
disciplinary action section was not completely removed as agreed.  It was,
however, significantly condensed, and is now more of a general statement that
approval may be revoked.  This is more in line with what CCTIA was looking for.
The requirement for a daily listing of all dispatches within the City for the
following day has also been removed.  The City may set up a random system for
this type of auditing.
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•Liaison Dave Chippero has prepared an article for the newsletter outlining major
changes and how they will affect firms working in San Francisco.  It was also
noted the final draft of this program has come a long way thanks to concerted
efforts by many of the CCTIA members.

b. ICC/Local Jurisdictions – Miki Craig, Chair
•There has been no news from the coalition participants, and no TUCC activity
applicable to the industry.  However, TUCC’s July 9th meeting agenda contained
an item identified as “#8 – New Special Inspection Requirement (Masonry, etc.) –
Keyvan Irranejad”.  Secretary Miki Craig is waiting for publication of TUCC’s
meeting minutes and will provide an update on this item.
•Director John Byerly noted he has had a couple of his senior technical staff take
the new ICC soils certification, even though no jurisdictions seem to be requiring
it yet.  He indicated his staff had no trouble passing the exam.  Eric France has
indicated in unofficial discussions that DSA may eventually require an exam, but
they have not committed to a particular program at this time.

c. ASTM – Jeff Cannon, Chair
• No activity to report

d. SEAONC CQA – Ross Esfandiari, Chair
•No report given

e. DSA – John Byerly, Chair
•DSA is working on amendments to the new code.  Jeff Smith went over some of
the items at the last T & I meeting.  The deadline for input is the end of the month,
so please email Director Byerly if you want a copy of what is in the works.  It was
noted that the Masonry section of the Code contains some of the most significant
changes in twenty years.  The requirements for testing of masonry cores have been
reduced by half.  Core compression testing has been dropped altogether.  The
coring report will be based primarily on a visual examination of cores.  A
discussion with those present ensued regarding the value of core testing.  The
industry may have the opportunity to address this issue with DSA further on
during the code change process.
•October 22nd is the Anaheim meeting with DSA.  Director Byerly requested all
those present to pass this information along to other interested parties within each
member firm, and any other business associates where it might be appropriate.

f. ACI – Cliff Craig, Chair
•The Certification Committee has not had a meeting recently, so Chair Cliff Craig
has not had the opportunity to discuss production of the Lab Tech 2 certification
program.

g. Membership – Jim Backman/John Byerly, Co-Chairs
•Pending Applicant, Pacific Crest Engineering, is to be audited next week.

h. Code Adoption/IBC – Simon Makdessi, Chair
• No report

i. Newsletter – Elizabeth Levi, Editor
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•Treasurer Levi indicated the new issue is scheduled for distribution on Friday,
July 24th.  She requested members begin sending articles for the next newsletter as
soon as possible.  It was noted that more participation from member firms would
enhance the newsletter.  The possibility of assignments was discussed.  The Board
of Directors should review each issue prior to publication.

j. Internal Auditing – Terry Egland, Chair
•No action to report

k. ASFE – Elizabeth Levi, Liaison
•ASFE is producing downloadable “eBrownbag seminars” for professional
services.  Treasurer Levi indicated that her firm has found them to be quite
helpful.  ASFE will give CCTIA and its members a 10% discount for each
download.  CCTIA would be given its own portal on the ASFE website, with a
single password for the entire organization.  The contract would require CCTIA to
also provide a link to the portal on its website (this can be placed on the “Member
Tools” page).
•Any CCTIA member in good standing is also a member of ASFE through the
Council’s RO membership.  Contact Treasurer Levi if you do not have your log in
and password information to access the ASFE website.

l. Standard of Practice – Miki Craig, Chair
•A meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 29th, 10:00 a.m., at Secretary Craig’s
residence.  The Committee will be reviewing several renewal packages and
continue working on the Blue Book update.

m. Education – Rick Van Horn, Chair
•Treasurer Levi asked if there was a need to schedule another program.  She has
identified eight technicians wishing to participate, but needs at least twelve to
make a viable program.  Members were asked to contact Treasurer Levi with any
requests.

n. FAQ’s – Terry Egland/William Wahbeh, Co-Chairs
•No report

o. Pins & Honors – William Wahbeh/Mike Parker, Co-Chairs
•No report

p. Website – Miki Craig, Webmaster
•No activity to report

5. Old Business
a. Meeting Arrangements w/Caltrans re Certification of Technicians – Jeff Cannon

•Director Jeff Cannon indicated he had recently attended a meeting of the
California Asphalt Producers Association (CAPA).  This group is big in the
politics of Caltrans.  Director Cannon mentioned to them that CCTIA was
interested in working with someone regarding certification of personnel, and they
immediately indicated their willingness to work with us.  This might be a
relationship worth pursuing, as CAPA knows all the right people in Caltrans all
the way to the top.
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•Member Will Wahbeh stated that a local Caltrans engineer is now limiting the
number of certified technicians within his firm based on the number of projects the
firm has in progress.  Director Cannon indicated there has been a radical
personnel shift within Caltrans, with previous certifiers being moved out and new
ones coming in.  It was also noted that various Caltrans offices are still
administering certification requirements differently (i.e., can’t get certified unless
the firm already has a project in progress, but can’t get a project unless the firm
has certified personnel; a certification issued by one district is not acceptable to
another, etc.)

6. New Business
a. CMACN – Kurt Siggard, Executive Director

1.   Update of the “Testing of Concrete Masonry” Manual
•The Concrete Masonry Association of California and Nevada would like to
update and republish this manual with CCTIA’s assistance.  Former President
and Honorary Member, Merl Isaak, was instrumental in the last publication.
The manual is not a full compilation of ASTM standards, but more of a
cookbook of test procedures.  Target date for publication is the end of the year.
CCTIA Members Terry Egland, Chip Moore, Dave Chippero, Cliff Craig, Will
Wahbeh, Rick Toy and Jeff Cannon volunteered to assist in this effort.  Mr.
Siggard indicated there would be other opportunities to joint venture in the
future (i.e., green building, project specifications).

2.   Compressed Soil Block v. Concrete Masonry Block  (1 handout)
•Mr. Siggard noted that the drive to use recycled materials in almost
everything is creating interesting issues pertaining to product performance.
CMACN and the National Concrete Masonry Association (NCMA) have taken
exception to a particular block supplier claiming its compressed soil block
meets the requirements of ASTM C90.  It should be noted that this is a
performance standard, as well as a material specification, and the use of
compressed soils certainly does not meet all aspects of the standard.  As an
example, the fire performance of concrete masonry block is based on the use of
aggregates.  Material such as recycled carpet in lieu of those aggregates
would certainly not perform in the same way during a fire.
•CMACN has been consulting closely with DSA regarding this issue.  DSA is
designating them “alternate materials” under the Code, and is requiring full
testing or IES certification.
•Testing agencies need to be careful if they are issuing reports that certify
material to a certain test standard – especially if it does not meet the ENTIRE
standard.  First and foremost, our industry needs to keep in mind that ASTM
C90 is a standard for concrete masonry block – everything else falls under
something else.  Also, there is a distinct difference between the testing of
materials and “product testing”.  Extreme care should be taken that the report
is prepared in a manner appropriate to the level of testing.
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7. Adjournment – Mike Parker
a. Time

•There being no further business, President Parker adjourned the meeting at 5:03
p.m.

b. Next meeting
•August 20, 2009, 3:00 p.m., at the Sheraton Pleasanton Hotel.

Respectfully submitted,
Miki Craig
Secretary






